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New Voting Precinct Created for Bridgewater 
 A new voting precinct has been  
created for the Town of Bridgewater.  
Bridgewater’s single voting precinct is now 
two:  an east precinct and a west precinct, 
with Main Street serving as the dividing 
line. Those who live on the west side of 
Main Street will continue to vote at the 
Bridgewater Community Center at 201 
Green Street.  East of Main Street 
residents will now vote at the Bridgewater 
Church of the Brethren, located at 420 
College View Drive.   

 The Rockingham County Electoral 
Board voted in July to split Bridgewater 
into two precincts.  With 3,361 registered 
voters, Bridgewater was the largest 
precinct in Rockingham County.  The 
Rockingham County Board of Supervisors 
approved the precinct split in August, and 
the Bridgewater Town Council adopted 
the changes on August 30.  We are 
effectively required to accept the changes, 
lest some residents be forced to vote in 
two locations.   

 The new voting precincts will be in 
effect for the November 6 election and 
future elections.  For additional 
information about the new precincts or 
questions about the November election, 
please contact the Rockingham County 
Voter Registrar’s Office at 564-3055. 

_____ 

Park Shelter Reservations Begin Nov. 1st  

 Park shelter reservations for 2019, and reservations for on-ice parties at Generations Park, will begin on 
Thursday, November 1.  Reservations can be made online through our Community Pass website—just click on 
Community Pass at bridgewater.town.  There, you’ll be able to look at our reservation calendar, select a park 
shelter, and make payments with a credit card online (Town residents will continue to be able to reserve shelters 
at no cost.)  Questions?  Call B-Connected at 908-4212 
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2018 Photography Contest 
 Registration forms and photo entries for our third annual Photography 
Contest are due on October 15.  The contest begins October 18 and concludes on 
October 20. This contest is open to all local amateur photographers.  Town 
residents may submit up to five photographs for free.  (There is a nominal fee for 
non-Town residents.) 

 Participants can register on Community Pass and submit their photo entries via   
e-mail to mbyler@bridgewater.town or the photography registration form and 
photos can be dropped off at the Bridgewater Community Center. 

 Arey Assembly Hall at the Bridgewater Community Center will be open for 
viewing photo entries on October 18-20 from 12:00-7:00 p.m.  Winners will be 
announced at 5:00 p.m. on October 20 at Arey Hall.  For more information, please 
call B-Connected at 908-4212 or visit bridgewater.town/PhotoContest. 

Job Posting:  Generations Park 
 The Town of Bridgewater is now accepting applications 
for part-time positions at the Generations Park Ice Skating 
Rink. The season will run from November 5, 2018 through 
March 11, 2019.  All applicants must be available to work 
evenings and weekends. If interested, there is the 
opportunity for employees to continue part-time 
employment at the Sandy Bottom Par-3 and Mini-Golf.  

 Ice Rink Attendants will be responsible for the 
completion of the daily tasks designed to ensure and 
maintain a safe and welcoming environment at the 
Generations Park Ice Skating Rink. Job functions may 
include the following: keeping all areas of the facility neat, 
clean and safe at all times, driving the zamboni, sharpening 
ice skates, offering excellent customer service to all patrons, 
and assisting in the duties necessary to maintain the ice and 
rink equipment.    

 Applications can be found at bridgewater.town 
or picked up at the Bridgewater Community Center located 
at 201 Green Street, Bridgewater, Virginia  22812.  
Completed applications can also be emailed to 
mbyler@bridgewater.town or delivered in person to the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  Deadline for all 
applications is October 31, 2018. 

B-Spooked, But B-Safe  

 Come out to the Mini-Golf course for Trick-or-
Treating and Halloween fun!  
Trick-or-Treat at each of our 
18 holes!  Bring your blankets 
and lawn chairs and enjoy a 
free Halloween movie on the 
big screen! 

 Wear a costume and golf 
for free!  (Even non-residents 
play for free, if you wear a 
costume!)  Free pizza too! 

Halloween at Mini-Golf 
October 31 

5:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Enjoy trick-or-treating while 

playing mini-golf.  Outdoor 

movie begins at 7:30 p.m.! 

mailto:mbyler@bridgewater.town
mailto:mbyler@bridgewater.town
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On Failure 

 We aren’t afraid to fail here at 201 Green Street.  In 
fact, failure can be an essential element of 
development, so if we want to develop into a 
government which serves you better, we have to be 
ready to fail sometimes.  For every idea that works 
(such as accepting passport applications) there is one 
that fails (such as developing a Bridgewater license 
plate).  We work hard to adopt a visionary outlook, but 
that doesn’t mean that our vision is always 20/20. 

 I’m not suggesting that we just throw ideas against 
the wall to see what sticks.  Instead, we have developed 
a simple methodology for deciding whether a risk is 
worth taking.  First, we look at the cost of failure.  
Especially if failure would mean a big bill for taxpayers, 
we are very cautious.  I have several expensive projects 
on my desk which I am reluctant to push, because 

failing would carry a steep price.  On the other hand, 
with simpler projects, such as our B-There trial, we are 
more willing to experiment.  The B-There trial had no 
appreciable cost, so its modest results aren’t at all 
bothersome.  (If you’re wondering, we gave 49 rides 
and generated tips for the library in the amount of 
$16.40, plus three Outback coupons.) 

 As we assess the cost of failure, we also look at the 
benefit of success.  With our baseball proposal being 
cryogenically frozen (see page 4) one might conclude 
that the money we spent on the feasibility study was a 
poor investment.  Our view is different.  Our thinking 
is that baseball could have been (and might still be) 
overwhelmingly beneficial to the Town, so the 
investment was sound.  Plus, we have used that 
feasibility study to make pitches to other businesses. 

 When I was trying cases, I hated to lose.  I 
abhorred it.  I stayed up late at night, trying to amplify 
all my advantages and eliminate every disadvantage.  
But I also had a commercial client tell me, “If you’re 
not losing occasionally, you’re not pushing the 
envelope hard enough.”  So it is with failure for us 
now.  We don’t expect everything we do to be 
successful; we just expect it to be worth the effort. 

“We don’t expect everything we do to be 
successful; we just expect it to be                 

worth the effort.” 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

Baseline Tennis Clinics 

 Baseline tennis clinics are 
for the beginner tennis 
players who want to learn and 
develop basic skills of the 
game.  The second five-week 
clinics will be offered at the 
Doug Will Tennis Center 
beginning on October 20.  
Sessions are held every 
Saturday (Session II will be 
held on October 20, 27, 
November 3, 10, and 17)  Times are set by age group: 

 8:45-9:45 a.m.  6-8 year-olds 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. 9-11 year-olds 

 11:15-12:15 p.m. 12-14 year-olds   

 Cost per session is $55 for Town residents and $60 
for non-Town residents.  Registration is available 
online at bridgewater.town.  For more information, 
please contact Karen Clark: karenclark1@verizon.net. 

New Access for Tennis Courts 

 Last Fall, we installed a new access system for the 
Doug Will Tennis Center.  Unfortunately, the new 
system was not reliable—the bar code-driven security 
made it slow to enter, if you could get in at all.  So, on 
September 26 we installed a new proxy card system 
that—we hope—will be reliable, secure, and fully 
functional 24-7-365.   

 The new system—let’s call it Tennis 3.0—will 
eliminate the original system and the failed bar code 
system.  Existing tennis members were mailed new 
cards the week of September 24.  This will replace both 
the old key card and last year’s bar coded card.   

 If you did not receive a new card, or you just signed 
up for tennis for the first time, please call B-Connected 
at 908-4212 and we will mail you a new card.   

 Town residents can play tennis for free, but you 
must have a new keycard/B-Rec card issued to access 
the tennis center.  Non-Town residents can become 
members for a monthly or annual fee.   

 Reservations will still be made through Community 
Pass.  To make a reservation, please visit the Town’s 
Community Pass website to reserve court times up to 
one month in advance.   
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Municipal Calendar 
October 9 ................. Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.  

October Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting              
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater 
Retirement Community.  

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.)   
5:00-6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Bridgewater Presbyterian 
Church.  Contact Cindy Bolin at (540) 820-3253. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.    
New museum hours: Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Contact 237-4017 or bridgewatervahistmuseum.org.  

October 1:  Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting at Bridgewater UMC Fellowship Hall. 

October 2:  Open Door Meeting with a Staff Member 
for Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 a.m.  
Bridgewater Community Center.  (540) 885-3861. 

October 8: Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7 p.m.  Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. 

October 9:  Memory Café - 2 p.m.  By Alzheimer’s 
Assoc., Bridgewater Presbyterian Church, 110 E. College St.  
Contact Lauren Blackshaw at (434) 270-0692. 

October 17: V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 p.m.                
Meeting at the Post home on Dry River Road.                        
Contact adjpost8644@vfwva.org. 

October 31: Annual Trunk-or-Treat event, Bridgewater 
Presbyterian Church - 110 E. College Street, 4:30 p.m. - 
6:30 p.m.  Free community, family-focused event!   

Submit upcoming events by the 15th of the month to 
events@bridgewater.town  
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Follow Up:  Baseball 

 We have said very little about baseball lately, 
because there is very little to say.  The idea isn’t dead, 
but it is basically cryogenically frozen.  Perhaps we can 
thaw it out some day and perhaps not. 

There are some things we cannot talk 
about because of a (FOIA compliant) 
non-disclosure agreement, but the gist is 
that the stars were close to aligning last 
winter, and now they have drifted 
apart.  We don’t know what the future 
holds, but there is no present reason for excitement—
or concern, depending on your viewpoint.  Things are 
quiet now, and if that changes in the future, there will 
be ample notice and opportunity for comment.   

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Mini-Golf is open in October on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday from Noon-10 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, October 31 is the last day for 
Mini-golf and Par –3.   

Upcoming Events 
November 22 .................... Gen Park Ice Skating begins 

November 25 ............................. Christmas Tree lighting 

December 1 ...... Bridgewater Foods Christmas Parade 

December 5 ................................. Bridgewater Tea Party 


